
                                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
                 
 Presenting “Home Movies Out of the Closet: LGBTQ+, Holly-
wood, Palm Springs, and You” in Celebration of Pride Month. 
 

April 28, 2025 (Palm Springs, CA) The LGBTQ+ History & Archives of the Desert (Archives) is celebrat-

ing Pride Month by partnering with other local non-profits Deserted Films and the Palm Springs Cultural 

Center (PSCC) on Sunday, June 1, 2025, to present a day focused on LGBTQ home movies!  

In the afternoon, the public is invited to bring their home movies and allow our home movie preservation ex-

perts to assess them and provide recommendations for storage and digitization. This FREE opportunity will 

be offered from 3:00 – 5:30 PM in the lobby of the Palm Springs Cultural Center, first-come, first-

served.   

From 6:30-8:00 PM the Archives and Deserted Films will screen family-friendly (13+), rarely and never-be-

fore-seen LGBTQ+ footage from our collections. In collaboration with the UCLA Library Film & Television 

Archive (www.cinema.ucla.edu), we will also treat audiences to LGBTQ+ works from UCLA’s collection by 

Pat Rocco featuring Palm Springs and Los Angeles, as well as other home movies of Hollywood stars at 

home, at work, and at play! Find out why we collect and why you need to care for your own home movies!  

Following the screening event there will be a Reception from 8 – 9 PM. Ticket for both the screening 

and reception is $45 which includes one drink ticket. Proceeds to benefit the Archives, Deserted Films 

and The Palm Springs Cultural Center equally. All events will be held at PSCC located at 2300 E Baristo Rd, 

Palm Springs, CA 92262, with ample free parking available. To buy tickets to the evening event or to 

donate if you are unable to attend, go to: https://tinyurl.com/44nucwmw.   

“These films are a glimpse into the lives of LGBTQ people with their friends, and families, on vacation, and in 

their homes, it is important to show that their lives are part of the bigger story of society”, said David Gray 

Co-Founder, Co-Director of the Archives.  “We celebrate Pride month by presenting this event with our part-

ners to tell our stories and build good will and to nurture empathy and compassion with the end goal of a 

more inclusive world and a realization that our lives are not all that different from each other. Our shared 

experiences are the key to creating a society that embraces equality and justice and continues to evolve to 

meet the needs of the community.”       #   #   # 

Press Inquiries Contact:  
David Gray, lgbtqpshistory@gmail.com 
 

ABOUT THE ARCHIVES: 

The mission of the LGBTQ+ History & Archives of the Desert is not only to ensure that our vital history is pre-

served but also made accessible to all. LGBTQ+ history is often overlooked in traditional historical accounts. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.cinema.ucla.edu__;!!KOzBxd2Nyq5BRg!iWey73nQ-7KC_59IrAN8JnOvfoHMc-_DIfXDFuijpEHKz3kayWoVW7McboRthEcDQy49tok5qj1XLqu3UGORG1ot2fvOUy4_Nh5P$


By preserving and sharing these stories, we honor the sacrifices and achievements of LGBTQ+ individuals 

and communities while providing a valuable resource for future generations to learn from and be inspired by.  

Formed in 2019 the LGBTQ+ History & Archives of the Desert is a community-based archive that documents, 

collects, preserves, and makes accessible the history of LGBTQ individuals, businesses, organizations, and 

events centered in Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley. From contributing historical materials, making 

financial donations, or volunteering, we invite everyone to join us in this important work and help us build a 

more just and equitable future.  For more information, please visit www.lgbtqpshistory.org or follow us on 

Facebook @lgbtqpshistory.      

ABOUT DESERTED FILMS: 

Deserted Films is an archive in Palm Springs that collects, preserves, and digitizes historically significant 

home movies and other rare films depicting the Coachella Valley and Southern California more broadly. We 

educate the public through presentations of these films online and in-person.  

Drs. Melissa Dollman and Devin Orgeron founded Deserted Films in Palm Springs in 2021 and incorporated 

as a nonprofit in July 2022. In 2023, it was federally recognized as a 501(c)(3). We collect, care for and 

make accessible films shot in the general Palm Springs region -- by locals and tourists -- during that golden 

age of nontheatrical film from the 1920s-1980s when 16mm, 8mm, Super 8 celluloid film and video cam-

eras (instead of our phones!) were the tools we used to preserve our memories. The collection also houses a 

fair bit of footage of Southern California, generally, and our surrounding desert regions. If a film documents a 

historical event (or historically under-represented peoples), we grab it too. To date, our archive consists of 

over 2,000 films (500+ are digitized and on our website), and we have presented educational -- and enter-

taining -- programs to audiences in the Coachella Valley at such venues as: Palm Springs Cultural Center, 

Palm Springs Public Library, Modernism Week, Maleza (Drift Hotel), and Rotary Club of Indio. For more infor-

mation please visit: https://desertedfilms.org/ 

ABOUT PALM SPRINGS CULTURAL CENTER: 

The Palm Springs Cultural Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, founded in 2007 by Palm Springs 

philanthropists Ric and Rozene Supple. The Palm Springs Cultural Center incubates, produces and encour-

ages arts and cultural programs in order to leverage the unique power of creativity to open minds, bridge 

what divides us, and discover what connects us. 

Our programs include film festivals, farmers’ markets, live performances, art installations and lecture se-

ries—all of which act as creative inspiration points—expanding our learning and building meaningful relation-

ships with the people and the environment around us. As an organization, The Palm Springs Cultural Center 

is also at the forefront of recognizing the interconnection between the cultural arts and food culture, and 

their combined importance to the vitality, collective consciousness and sustainability of the community. For 

more information please visit: https://www.psculturalcenter.org/ 
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