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The Greater Palm Springs Pride 
Festival is 25 this year — a 
significant birthday by many 
standards.

Well beyond its infancy and teen 
years. Pride is a fully grown event 
with all the responsibilities, 
challenges and renewed focus 
that implies.

One of the biggest 
responsibilities facing the Pride 
Committee and lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender residents 
is reaching out and showing pride 
to the broader community.

"Pride isn't an event just for 
gays and lesbians," said Ron 
deHarte, executive vice president 
of Greater Palm Springs Pride.
"It's for the community to 
celebrate equality, diversity. You 
want to celebrate diversity with 
everyone who lives in Palm 
Springs."

To that end, deHarte said, the 
2011 Pride honorees and 
entertainers include straight 
champions of equal rights who 
support their LGBT family 
members, friends and neighbors in 
innumerable ways.

Their inclusion in Pride shows 
that the fight for gay rights is a 
community-wide movement. And 
it reminds LGBT citizens that we're 
stronger as a group with diverse 
talents and ideas moving toward 
the same goal.

Just as the battle for civil rights 
for African Americans was 
strengthened by non-African 
American allies who marched, 
participated in sit-ins and spoke 
out for equality, the gay rights 
fight can benefit from the support 
and contributions of our straight 
allies.

That was a particularly hard 
lesson to learn in 2008 when a 
majority of California voters

W ILL DEAN
E D I T O R

approved Proposition 8 to 
legally ban same-sex marriage. 
Strategists and critics alike 
pointed to preaching the LGBT 
message to the choir, in part, as 
one reason for the setback.

It's a valid argument as well 
regarding Pride events, which 
on Nov. 5-6 are expected to 
have a variety of participants 
and attendees.

"You can't preach to the 
community and expect change 
from a broader base," deHarte 
said. "We communicated to the 
gays and lesbians. We only 
reached out to the gay 
establishments."

Broadening that base is an 
achievable goal. Pride 
repeatedly has adapted to the 
needs and interests of LGBT 
people throughout its history, 
from its national origin in 
response to the Stonewall 
uprising of 1969 to the 
inaugural Palm Springs festival 
in 1986 to raise awareness and 
rally support during the AIDS 
crisis.

Starting this year, community 
and full equality are a primary 
focus. So as we celebrate a 
quarter-century of Pride in the 
desert, make the festival and 
parade one to grow on.



Eisenhower Health Center at Rimrock 
Rim rock Plaza, 4791 East Palm  C anyon

• Eisenhower Primary Care
• Eisenhower Physical Therapy 

(across the parking lot)

To learn more about services at these locations, 
call 760-773-1460.

Health Care As It Should Be

^Eisenhower Primary Care 365 is a membership program with a modest annual fee.

Learn more about brain fitness with Sheda Heidarian, MD, on October 18th at the Palm Springs Public Library. 
Call 760-969-7770, ext. 7560, or visit emc.org/cafendar for more information.

I B n
.. A

"Getting the finest care in the Valley, 
right here in Palm Springs?

What more could I wish for?"
Find the Eisenhower medical expertise you need, unexpectedly close to home.
Our two health centers in the Palm Springs area offer an impressive line of resources 
for the whole family. So if you're looking for "Health Care As It Should Be" in Palm 
Springs, there are two convenient places to find it.

Eisenhower Health Center at Sunrise 
151 S o u th  S u n r is e  W ay

• Urgent Care
• Breast Center
• Imaging
• Eisenhower Primary Care 365*
• Lab
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Right man for the job 
often a strong woman
By K Kaufmann
k.kaufmann@thedesertsun.com

I
f you were in San Francisco in the 
1980s — as many of Palm Springs’ 
lesbian and gay community were 
— you could not help but know 
Jean Harris.

She was, it seemed, everywhere. 
At community meetings, at wom­

en’s groups, wherever something 
progressive and political was happen­
ing, she would be there, a butch les­
bian emanating power in a way that 
was exhilarating, uncompromising 
and, yes, often abrasive.

“She was tough as nails,” recalled 
Palm Springs resident Hank Plante, 
who often covered stories in which 
Harris played a part dining his years

as a television re­
porter in San Fran­
cisco.

“It comes down to 
who do you want on 
your side,” he said. 
“Thank heavens 
she was fighting on 
the side she was 
fighting on.”

Harris, who died 
June 25 of natural 
causes at her home 

in Palm Springs, will receive one of 
this year’s Pride honors, recognizing 
a lifetime spent on the front line of 
political battles for LGBT civil 
rights.

“During the ’90s we used to talk 
about LGBT people having a seat at

Jean Harris

the table,” said her partner, Denise 
Penn. “Jean was one of the people 
who kicked open the door so we could 
get in the room. She would not take 
no for an answer.”

Penn and others who knew Harris 
said she came by her hard-nosed ap­
proach to life and politics honestly. 
Raised in a conservative family in 
Orange County, Harris was a wife 
and mother when she came out as a 
lesbian in the late 70s. Family mem­
bers testified against her in court to 
deny her custody of her children.

But she also had a softer side, Penn 
said.

“She was such an animal lover. She 
loved her dog,” she said. “She was al­
so very nurturing and caring.”

Harris first surfaced as a force in 
the lesbian and gay community in the 
1980s as an aide to Supervisor Harry 
Britt, the city’s second openly gay su­
pervisor, who was chosen to fill Har­
vey Milk’s seat after Milk’s assassi­
nation in 1978.

She led campaigns to establish the 
city’s domestic partners law and was

a key organizer in the 1990 “Laven­
der Sweep” election, when several 
openly lesbian and gay candidates 
were elected to top city positions.

Kurt Barrie, a campaign consultant, 
was in his 20s when he first met Har­
ris during the domestic partners 
campaign.

“I had walked into a nightclub and 
they were registering voters,” said 
Barrie, who recently returned to San 
Francisco after several years in Palm 
Springs. “I started talking to Jean; 
the next thing I knew she had talked 
me into registering voters.”

He attributed Harris’s long record 
of success in politics with her com­
mitment to grassroots organizing.

“The way you do that is to inspire 
(people) to get involved, and give 
them responsibility so they have a 
stake in the process,” he said.

In the 1990s, Harris moved to Ore­
gon where she led a successful cam­
paign against an anti-gay rights ballot 
initiative and became the first execu­
tive director of Basic Rights Oregon, 

Please see HARRIS, P14
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Creator celebrates all the colors of the rainbow
By Will Dean
will.dean@thedesertsun.com

V\
hen you see a 
Rainbow Flag 
during the 
Greater Palm 
Springs Pride fes­
tivities — and you 
will see it — con­

sider that this widely recognized, in­
ternational symbol of gay pride start­
ed with one man, eight swaths of Ox­
ford nylon and a Kenmore sewing 
machine.

Gilbert Baker was 27 years old liv­
ing in San Francisco when he de­
signed the flag in 1978. It was the 
same year his friend, San Francisco 
County Supervisor Harvey Milk, was 
assassinated.

Intent on finding 
an emblem that 
represented the 
gay pride Milk 
helped instill in 
their community, 
Baker turned to an­
other force of na­
ture for inspiration.

“It’s a rainbow. 
It’s magic. It’s 
beautiful,” he said. 
“That we took 

something from nature to express 
ourselves, it’s invincible.”

Baker, now 60, has been invited to 
lead the procession of a 400-foot ver­
sion of his Rainbow Flag on Nov. 6 
during the Palm Springs Pride pa­
rade. He is one of three people the lo­
cal Pride Committee will recognize

Gilbert Baker

this year with lifetime achievement 
awards.

Ron deHarte, executive vice presi­
dent of Greater Palm Springs Pride, 
hopes everyone who sees the flag 
leaves the parade with “ a great feel­
ing of pride and awareness of the di­
versity and strength of the LGBT 
community.”

Baker’s flag idea germinated for 
awhile before he designed it. He first 
noticed the power of flags around the 
time of the bicentennial in 1976, 
when U.S. flags were everywhere.

His first thought was that lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people 
should have their own flag.

“We’re more than a global nation; 
we’re a tribe,” he said. “A flag really 
said that, and they’re really not like 
any other work of art. A flag is way

beyond a logo. It becomes an idea 
that everyone who looks at it inter­
prets in a personal way.”

Motivated by a lifelong interest in 
fashion and costumes and his new­
found freedom as an out gay man af­
ter two years as an Army medic, 
Baker bought the material and sewed 
his first Rainbow Flag at a gay com­
munity center.

When he watched it being raised 
for the first time at the United Na­
tions Plaza, “I knew right then and 
there that this is the most impor­
tant thing I would ever do in my 
life.”

The flag immediately caught on in 
San Francisco and gained momentum 
two years later in New York and Los 
Angeles, but it took about 10 years

Please see BAKER, P14
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50 years later, ‘obscene’ 
photos become iconic art

This 1957 image of model Rick Conroy remains one 
of photographer John Palatinus' most popular works.
COURTESY OF JOHN PALATINUS

IF YOU GO 
JOHN PALATINUS 
PHOTOGRAPHY
What: Exhibition of 46 to 50 of 
John Palatinus' male physique 
photographs
Where: Savage Gallery, 870 
Research Drive, Suite 1,
Palm Springs 

John Palatinus when: Noon to 4 p.m. Nov. 1 
through Nov. 15. Opening show is 6 to 10 p.m. Nov. 5. 
Information: (760) 464-5978

By W ill Dean 
wlll.deanethedesertsun.com

W
hen photographer John 
Palatinus was on trial in 
1961, facing a prison sen­
tence for mailing nude 
“beefcake” photos, the 
judge made a prophetic 
statem ent.

“The judge said, ‘By today’s community stan­
dards,’” Palatinus recalled, “‘these photographs 
m ust be considered obscene. Perhaps 50 years 
from now, they may be considered art.’” 

Palatinus was found guilty of disseminating 
pornography but allowed to go free, having al­
ready spent a night in jail at the time of his a rrest 

Fifty years later, his photos of the male 
physique are displayed in books, magazines 
and a rt galleries from Paris, Berlin and 
Antwerp to San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Palm Springs.

In November, the Palm Springs resident will 
be recognized with one of three lifetim e 
achievement awards during the 2011 G reater 
Palm Springs Pride Festival.

He’s described in festival literature as a “rev­
olutionary artist -  a man persecuted for his art 
in a tim e noted for its repression of gay men 
and women.”

“It’s a fulfilling experience,” Palatinus, 82, 
said about being selected for the award.

Some would call it a full-circle moment. 
Palatinus began photographing male body­

builders in 1954 in his native Indiana, after 
serving with the U.S. Corps of Army Engineers 
in the South of France during the Korean War. 
The subjects of his photos were usually friends 
who wanted to record their bodybuilding 
progress.

From the beginning, Palatinus saw more in 
the images than developing pectorals and bi­
ceps.

“I realized there was a certain amount of art 
in there,” he said.

Alan Harmon, a collector of Palatinus’ work 
and other beefcake photos from the 1940s 
through the ’60s, said the photographer’s skill 
was evident in his early photos and improved 
as he gained experience.

“He was a very straightforw ard artist,” said

Harmon, 46. “He didn’t  doctor things up with 
outrageous backgrounds.”

Palatinus continued to photograph young 
men, often dressed in a posing strap or white 
pants, when he moved to New York City in 
1956. He earned a living as a window display 
designer, but photography was his passion.

His photos were regularly published in Tb- 
morrow’s Man, a bodybuilding magazine with 
homoerotic overtones. It was popular among 
young gay men and those coming to term s with 
their orientation, at a time when homosexuality 
wasn’t openly discussed and there were laws 
against sending explicit photos by mail.

Photographer Tbm Bianchi of Palm Springs 
recalls seeing Palatinus’ photos in Tomorrow’s 
Man as a “kid who couldn’t  talk about gayness” 
with anyone. They were the “only images 
where maybe there would be someone I was at­
tracted to,” he said.

Palatinus photographed some nudes as well, 
which immediately grew his m ail-order busi­
ness. Because the men were pictured solo and 
never in sexual poses, he didn’t expect the 
abrupt end of his photography in 1959.

A form er Army buddy had spent the night 
with Palatinus, and they decided to go out for 
breakfast. As they left the apartm ent, they 
were surrounded by 15 New York City police 
officers and U.S. Postal Service investigators.

They arrested Palatinus, his roommate who 
worked with him, and all of the employees at 
the photo lab that printed his photos. His Army 
buddy was not arrested.

“I had never been in jail before,” said Palati­
nus, who was 29 at the time. “I was scared ... of 
course. I didn’t think I did anything wrong.”

He was so shaken by the experience that he 
walked away from  physique photography as a 
career and hobby. He was certain that part of 
his life was over until a friend saw his name 
mentioned in a blog in 2009.

Two of Palatinus’ photos were posted in the 
blog w ritten by Harmon. Out of curiosity, Palat­
ums visited the site (v-m-p.blogspot.com) and 
saw where Harmon had w ritten that he wasn’t 
sure the photographer was still alive.

Palatinus, who moved to Palm Springs in 
2002, e-mailed Harmon that he was “very much 
alive” and would like to m eet him.

Harmon, who happened to live in Palm 
D esert, m et with Palatinus and showed the pho­
tographer images he had taken but hadn’t seen 
in years. They remained in touch after the 
meeting, and it wasn’t long before they were 
talking about putting a show together.

Since 2009, they have led a revival of Palati­
nus’ work at galleries and festivals in the States 
and European capitals. “I’ve had a second act,” 
Palatinus said. “It’s been wonderfully rew ard­
ing.”

GREATER PALM
 SPRINGS PRIDE 2011 • THE DESERT SUN
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Some folks know how to make things happen

Geoff Kors and James Williamson

By Will Dean 
will.dean@thedesertsun.com

SPECIAL GUESTS
For nine years Geoff Kors led Equal­

ity California, the LGBT rights organi­
zation that’s been instrumental in call­
ing for marriage equality for all Amer­
icans. As executive director from 2002 
to 2011, Kors developed a strategy to 
implement more than 70 pieces of 
LGBT rights legislation — many of 
which he conceived and helped draft.

But Kors’ LGBT civil rights work 
didn’t begin with Equality California. 
Prior to that he was a partner in a law 
firm  and director of gay and lesbian 
rights and AIDS and civil liberties pro­
jects for the ACLU of Illinois.

Kors and his domestic partner,
James Williamson, both of Palm

Dana Adkins George Zander
Springs, are being honored as special 
guests of the Greater Palm Springs 
Pride Festival for their activism and 
community service.

As a volunteer with many organiza­
tions, Williamson provided emotional 
support to people with the end stage of 
HIV/AIDS, served as treasurer for 
candidates seeking public office, and 
helped with the election campaigns of 
those who supported full equality and 
justice.

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARDS

Singer, actress and TV host Dana 
Adkins of Cathedral City is among 
Palm Springs’ favorite go-to per­
form ers for charitable events. She 
has provided her talent for the 
fundraising efforts of many organi­
zations, such as AIDS Assistance 
Program, Palm Springs Animal Shel­
te r and D esert AIDS Project.

George Zander has been on a mission 
to make a difference since his high 
school days in the early 1960s, when 
he helped to create the school’s com­
munity outreach committee in Seattle.

He honed his community service 
skills in the Peace Corps and on LGBT 
rights and political campaigns. In 
1999, he helped to found the Desert 
Stonewall Democratic Club.

Live aL ifp  
A More C

A c tiv e
N ow  Open  
O ur N ew  
Joint &  Spine 
Pavilion

The new Joint &  Spine Pavilion at Desert Regional 
Medical Center offers a special place for those 
recovering from spine or joint replacement surgery.
Our nurses and clinicians are specially trained in the 
healing process for these surgeries. A  physical therapy 
gym is right down the hall. Most patients can choose 
to wear gym clothes rather than a hospital gown. The 
entire experience is designed to bring you excellent 
results in a comfortable, relaxed environment. And get 
you back to living a life more active.

To learn more, call 7 6 0 -4 1 6 -4 5 1 1 , or visit 
desertregional.com/jsp

DESERT REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER
Joint & Spine Pavilion

The H osp ita l You Trust To C are F or Those You Love

mailto:will.dean@thedesertsun.com


For Show Tickets call 1.800.585.3737 
www.Spotlight29.com j mmm
Management reserves the right to alter or 
cancel a  promotion at any time. Some 
restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details.

Tryouts Nov. 12th & 13th
9pm , 21+

a n d  W IN  Y O U R  F O R T U N E !

November 5th, 11 * 12th, 13th & 19th 
Win cash prizes up to

2 9 0  WINNERS RECEIVE 
*50 IN FREE PLAY EVERY HOUR!

*150.000*.
. tn FREE PLAY w ill b e g iven  aw ay! 
Tuesday, November 29th • 11am - 9pm

JT-%. ^7 1 i l

The Valley's Best Bet!

COACHELLA
EXIT 1-10 AT D ILLO N  ROAD  

M INUTES FROM  PALM SPRIN GS

u

http://www.Spotlight29.com
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Put some 
UCR Palm Desert 
in your Calendar
UCR! PALM DESERT

The Arts & Letters Lecture Series, presented by the University 
of California, Riverside, Palm Desert and UCR Palm Desert Low 
Residency MFA in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing 
Arts, provides a unique opportunity to examine the work and 
creative vision of celebrated literary and entertainment figures. I

November 17,2011, reception at 5:30 p.m. and lecture at 6:30 p.m.

A Conversation with Charlaine Harris
Author of the best-selling Sookie Stackhouse series, the 
inspiration for the hit HBO® television series True Blood.

Tickets available at webpay.UCr.edu 
General Admission: $20 per event

VIP Admission: $05 per event 
Includes:
Reception with author A copy of the author’s latest book 
Preferred seating Preferred book signing line

please jom us for a —c .

DESERT HOE DOWN
a benefit for AIDS Assistance Program 

and Coachella Valley Repertory

Saturday 
N ovem ber 12 

4  -  7  pm
Barbeque and Hosted Bar Included 

Foot-stomping Entertainment 
Horseshoe Toss 

t  Line Dancing 
Celebrity Guests!

Smoketree Stables
on Toledo Avenue

$ 8 0  per person 
or

$150 per couple

CV Repertory Theater 
wQI present vignettes of 

The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas

Information and Tickets: www.aidsassistance.org 
760-325-8481imiiLiiimuiuiiuMri CVREP

www.palmdesert.ucr.edu 760-834-0800 75-080 Frank Sinatra Drive (at Cook Street)(ninMitK

T H E  G R A N D  M A R S H A L

Young advocate goes 
to bat for gay peers
By Will Dean 
will.dean@thedesertsun.com

C
aleb Laieski never went to prom or received a high school 
diploma.

Bullying denied him these once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 
After he began freshman year, the name-calling and taunts 

that had followed him since seventh grade escalated. His 
family had moved to a rough community in western Arizona 
where the out gay youth said he faced bullying “at least a 

dozen times a day” from classmates.
Laieski, now 16, thought entering high school was going to be fun.
“It was going to be prom and all these awesome events, he said. 
“Freshman year, I was there a few weeks and I was called fag; I had 

somebody try  to run me over. It was dumb things like this that made me

fear for my life and going to school.’

Prior to coming out at age 12, he 
unsuccessfully tried to hide who he 
was and suffer in silence. The next 
year, he got busy and founded 
Gays and Lesbians United Against 
Discrimination.

The organization provided statis­
tics, demographics and stories 
about anti-gay bullying to legisla­
tors in all 50 states, and school ad­
ministrators and teachers across 
Arizona and other states. The 
e-mails included solutions to bully­
ing specific to each state.

With all that he had learned 
about bullying, Laieski decided in 
high school to tell teachers and ad­
ministrators about the homophobic 
slurs and threats.

Some faculty seemed to care 
about bullying, many didn’t know 
what to do about it, and others dis­
missed his fears.

“I brought it up to the adminis­
tration one day that a kid threat­
ened to stab me,” Laieski said.
“The assistant principal brushed it 
off, wrote me a pass to go back to 
class and said, ‘We have no con­
cern.’ ”

Laieski and a friend left school 
early that day. He dropped out, 
earned a GED certificate, focused 
on the anti-bullying activism that 
got him an introduction to Presi­
dent Barack Obama in June and 
earned him the title of grand mar-

Caleb Laieski with President Barack 
Obama c o u r t e s y  ph o to

shal in this year’s Greater Palm 
Springs Pride Parade on Nov. 6.

Laieski was selected as grand 
marshal in part because of the po­
tential of his work to reach youth 
across the United States.

“Here’s this 16-year-old kid from 
Surprise, Ariz., who’s having an im­
pact on our community,” said Ron 
deHarte, executive vice president of 
Greater Palm Springs Pride. “His 
efforts will affect youth in Palm 
Springs and beyond.”

Laieski, who plans to major in po­
litical science in college and move to 

Please see CALEB, PAGE 19
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By Will Dean The Desert Sun

lot can happen in 25 years to challenge, refocus and 
advance a community, as it has for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender residents of Palm Springs 
and surrounding desert communities.

Here’s a look a t 25 achievements and contributions that have 
occurred nationally and locally since the first Greater Palm 
Springs Pride Festival took place in 1986.

VALLEY VICTORIES
■ Palm Springs has long had a reputation 
as a welcoming and accepting community 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people, which is represented by a popula­
tion of 40 to 60 percent, according to 2010 
Census data analyzed by the Williams Insti­
tute on Sexual Orientation Law.
■ Palm Springs' first openly gay mayor,
Ron Oden, was elected in 2003. He was 
succeeded by Mayor Steve Pougnet, also 
gay, in 2007. There are now at least 12 
openly gay elected officials serving in the 
Coachella Valley.
■ As a popular gay tourism destination,

Palm Springs was a center of same-sex 
marriage ceremonies in 2008. More than 
1,200 wedding ceremonies were con­
ducted in the valley during the five 
months same-sex couples could marry in 
California.
■ Desert Business Association supports 
LGBT-owned and LGBT friendly business­
es, and recognizes their efforts to create 
opportunities for economic develop­
ment, employment and humanitarian 
aid. Membership, now at more than 
250, has nearly doubled in the past 15 
months.
■ The Palm Springs Desert Gay Tourism 
Guild, which for years has worked with

businesses to promote the city as a des­
tination for LGBT travelers, is 49 mem­
bers strong.

PEOPLE AND POLITICS
■ Since 2004, six states and the District 
of Columbia have legalized marriage for 
same-sex couples.
■ President Barack Obama signed a 
memo in April requiring all hospitals 
that receive federal funding to give 
LGBT and all patients the right to deter­
mine who can visit them and who can 
make medical decisions for them if 
needed.
■ In July, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill 
making California the first state to re­
quire teaching gay history in public 
schools.
■ In June 1999 President Bill Clinton is­
sued the first national Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Month proclamation. Most partic­
ipating cities host their Pride celebra­
tions in June, while Palm Springs, which 
is intensely hot that month, and a hand­
ful of other communities celebrate dur­
ing other times of the year.

PRIDE

h a t c h i n g
deals daily
D e s e r t  C it ie s

Up to 90%  OFF shopping, 
dining, and more. Every day.

Brought to you by

Che Desert Sun
m y d e s e r t . c o m



■ On Aug. 4, 2010, federal Judge Vaughn Walker declared the California 
same-sex marriage ban unconstitutional, and said the state had “no interest in 
differentiating between same-sex and opposite-sex unions.“

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is reviewing Walker's conclusion and 
whether opponents who appealed the decision were eligible to do so.
■ The Don't Ask Don't Tell Repeal Act went into effect in October, officially 
ending a ban enacted in 1993 against LGBT servicemen and women openly 
serving in the military.
■ The Obama Administration announced in February it would no longer de­
fend in court the Defense of Marriage Act, which defines marriage as between 
one man and one woman, and later called for a legislative repeal of the fed­
eral same-sex marriage ban.
■ In 2003, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Lawrence v. Texas that sodomy laws 
are unconstitutional based on a person's right to privacy and equal protection 
under the law.
■ In 2009, hate crime laws were expanded making it a federal crime to assault 
people based on their orientation, gender and gender identity.
■ A small but growing contingent of openly gay politicians at the federal level 
includes U.S. Rep. Barney Frank of Massachusetts since 1980, Rep. Tammy Bald­
win of Wisconsin since 1998, Rep. Jared Polis of Colorado since 2008 and Rep. 
David Cicilline of Rhode Island, who was elected in 2010.
■ With the rainbow flag as its international symbol of pride, the LGBT popu­
lation is among the most diverse segments of society, comprised of every race, 
ethnicity, region and socioeconomic background.

CULTURAL CHANGES
■ The Rev. Gene Robinson of New Hampshire withstood conservative mem­
bers' protests and threats to leave the Episcopal Church and was consecrated 
in 2003 as the denomination's first openly gay bishop. In May 2010, the Rev. 
Mary Glasspool of Los Angeles became the first openly gay woman confirmed 
as an Episcopal bishop.
■ Nine million Americans identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, ac­
cording to study results released this year by the Williams Institute at UCLA 
School of Law. That's more people than in the state of New Jersey.
■ Before she chatted and danced her way into the hearts of talk show fans, 
comedian Ellen DeGeneres made headlines in 1997 by publicly coming out as a 
lesbian on "The Oprah Winfrey Show" and then on her own sitcom. Other 
celebrities followed suit: George Michael, Rosie O'Donnell, Lance Bass, Ricky 
Martin and Chely Wright among them.
■ Chaz Bono, son of former Palm Springs mayor and U.S. Congressman Sonny 
Bono, shone a spotlight this year on the issues and challenges facing transgen­
der Americans through his memoirs and documentary about becoming a man, 
and by channeling Rocky Balboa on "Dancing With the Stars."
■ Celebrity alliances and advocates such as rugby star Ben Cohen, comedian 
Margaret Cho and wildly popular entertainer Lady Gaga continue to lend their 
voices to the cause of equal rights for LGBT and all citizens.
■ The stories of LGBTs continue to entertain and enlighten on TV and movie 
screens, ranging from the groundbreaking "Brokeback Mountain" and "Will 
and Grace" to "Glee" and the creation of the Logo TV networks —  though the 
stories aren't as consistent and diverse as many viewers would like.
■ The constitutional validity of legal rulings and laws is increasingly challenged 
by LGBT citizens, such as the Berkeley lesbian couple and Burbank gay male 
couple who took on Proposition 8 in a federal lawsuit.
■ Writer and sex advice columnist Dan Savage stepped up in September 2010 
to raise awareness about bullying and show LGBT youth alternatives to sui­
cide, through the "It Gets Better" book and video campaign featuring profes­
sional athletes, politicians, entertainers and everyday citizens.
■ California is among at least nine U.S. states and the District of Columbia that 
permit LGBT single- and joint-parent adoption.
Did we forget anything especially significant? Add your contributions at mydesertcom/pride.

K A IS E R  R E S T A U R A N T  
G R O U P  IS P R O U D  T O  
JO IN  PALM SPR IN G S IN 
CELEBRATING  25  YEARS

RESTAURANTSOFPALMSPRINGS.COM

GREATER PALM
 SPRINGS PRIDE 2011 • THE DESERT SUN



Bonded & Insured Lie # 672453

$19,995.00 ALW AYS SW IM R E A D Y ! Sale ends
Secured & Unsecured Loans @ Low Rates **O.A.C. 1 1 /1 9 /1 1

Included with choice of the above pools only.
* Excavation, 10’ of access fence or wall removal included. * Plumbing 15’ skimmer suet. PCC 2000 infloor cleaning system with Hayward 1/2 HP booster pump 
& lifetime warranty on heads. * Steel schedule for expansive soil. *Gunite structure with lifetime warranty. * White coping. * Group 2 tile * Two coats of
standard white marble plaster. * Equipment: Hayward 175 Sq. Ft. cartridge filter with 1/2 HP high head energy efficient pump & motor, Ozone injection system
and white Metal Halide 70 watt pool light equal to 400 watt light in brightness, 4 in 1 test kit, 16 ft telescoping pole, leaf skimmer, brush and initial chemicals
with startup instructions.

PCC 2000 BENEFITS: P a r a m o u n t
Pool Ufe, Sim plified.

♦

• ENJOY CLEANER, HEALTHIER WATER.
• ALWAYS SWIM READY.
• NEVER VACUUM YOUR POOL AGAIN * CLEANS FLOORS, WALLS, 

STEPS, BENCHES & SPAS.
• SAVES CHEMICALS FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR POOL.
• SAVES HEATING & ENERGY COSTS FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR POOL.
• GUARANTEED TO CLEAN 99% OF YOUR POOL.
• LIFETIME WARRANTY ON CLEANING HEADS.

Q  HAYWARDAccess and Zone charges may apply!

•PCC 2000 example pool shown with optional Debris Containment Canister
** Terms, rates, fees and qualifying guidelines are subject to change without notice

Sunkist Pools &  Renovations -  Locally Owned &  Operated since 1992 
Free estimates call 800-939-SWIM (7946) -  www.sunldstpools.coin

http://www.sunldstpools.coin
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Since 1992

SwingSweep B enefits & F eatures:

* ¡ |
¿  Pools

Since 1992

How the SwingSweep works.
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• ENJOY CLEANER, HEALTHIER WATER.
• IMPROVE OVERALL CIRCULATION & HEATING
• SAVES CHEMICALS FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR POOL.
• SAVES HEATING & ENERGY COSTS FOR THE LIFE 

OF YOUR POOL.
• ADJUSTABLE 3-STEP 90 DEGREE CLEANING ARC
• ONLY ALL RETURN WITH RATCHETING SWEEP TECHNOLOGY.
• PATENTED AUTOMATIC REVERSING MECHANISM. _____

*SwingSweep with optional Deck Canister

» P o o l  p u m p s  &  m o t o r s :  Hayward Tri-Star High H ead Energy Efficient pum ps & motors can low er e lec trical cost by 50-75%
» F i l t e r s :  Hayward High ra te  sand filters, c lean  in  90 seconds w ithout opening & no expensive cartridges. M edia is good for up to 10 yrs. 
» H e a t e r s :  Hayward High Energy Efficient low NOx h eaters 83% efficient w ith Cupro Nickel hea t exchanger saving up to 18% in  energy. 
» O z o n e :  H arm less to the body bu t 3,2000 tim es stronger oxidizer than  ch lorine saves 80% on chem icals, like taking a spa in  bo ttled  water.
» S a l t  S y s t e m s :  Hayward Aqua-Rite system allows com plete control of chlorine to low er levels to dom estic w ater levels for your comfort. 
» L i g h t i n g :  L.E.D. or M etal H alide efficient lighting, 6 color changes or ju st b righ t w hite lighting saves up to 90% electricity.
» A u t o m a t i c  c o n t r o l s :  Hayward Aqua-Logic controls equipm ent w ith the  touch of a button. Pre-program  your spa to be ready  when you are. 
» P o o l  P l a s t e r s :  SGM, Diamond B rite  & R iver R okT he industry’s strongest surface equals the strongest w arranty up to 15 yrs.

©IIu t SSSSSSMS liyil£fglifog Param ount O  HAYWARD
Concrete Resurfacing Specialist

Pool Life . SifttpHfted.

Spray Deck: Up to 10 year warranty. Acrylic for bonding & strength, resists oils & acid, easily cleaned with common household detergents. 

Mortex: Original Kool Deck, non-slip and great in summer. 18 to 20 degrees cooler than traditional concrete.

Sunkist Pools & Renovations -  Locally Owned & Operated since 1992 
Free estimates call 800-939-SWIM (7946) — www.sunkistpools.com

http://www.sunkistpools.com
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■ Featuring Southern  
California's most fabulous 
collection of gorgeous , 
classic St contemporary 
custom upholstery, de­
signer furnishings, patio 
furnishings, accessories 
and art!

•  Guaranteed competitive prices
• 11,000 sq. ft. showrooms
•  Open to the trade and the public
• Complimentary interior design
• ASID Industry Partner

mmonct

GREENWAY

^ \ mayfair c a

Id
* ¡§x
N

DESIGNER FURNISHINGS SHOWROOM

(760) 3 t ,0 '0 0 6 9
42-050 Beacon Hill • Palm Desert, CA 92211 

Hours: M-F 10-5, Sat 10-3

In this 2003 photo, then-Palm Springs City Council candidate Ginny Foat (left) 
reacts to viewing election results with her partner Pam Genervino, campaign 
strategist Jean Harris and field operation manager Kurt Barrie at the Blue 
Coyote restaurant in Palm Springs, d e s e r t  su n  f il e  ph o to

HARRIS
Continued from P4

an LGBT civil rights organization.
Returning to California, she be­

came executive director of the Cali­
fornia Alliance for Pride and Equal­
ity, now Equality California, a posi­
tion that turned her into a major 
player in Sacramento.

“She had this incredible data base,” 
said Palm Springs Councilwoman Gin­
ny Foat, who met Harris at a women’s 
music festival more than 30 years ago.

“Anytime she could get information 
on any lesbian, she’d put them in the 
computer,” Foat recalled. “She could

send out a mailing in your district.”
Foat said Harris pestered her for 

years to run for political office and 
walked precincts for her first City 
Council campaign in 2003.

The Palm Springs award follows a 
Woman of the Year award from the 
Long Beach Lambda Democratic Club 
in October.

Barrie said the posthumous honors 
are fitting because Harris “wasn’t the 
type of person that wanted the acco­
lades and the attention.

“She never stopped and enjoyed her 
successes,” he said. “When you live 
like that, the attention doesn’t come to 
you. You’re already on to the next 
thing.”

BAKER
Continued from P4

before it was widely recognized, Bak­
er said.

He’s tweaked the creation during 
the years, reducing the number of col­
ors from eight to six.

“There wasn’t a way to mass-pro­
duce eight colors,” he said. “There 
wasn’t pink nylon being mass-pro­
duced.

“It really wasn’t about the number 
of colors. It was about the visceral im­
pact of a Rainbow Flag. Everyone 
knows somewhere in there is their 
color.”

Fewer colors didn’t mean less flag, 
for Baker.

In 1994 he created a Rainbow Flag 
one mile in length to commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots in New York City. Nine years

later, he made a one-and-a-half-mile 
flag that stretched from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean in Key 
West, Fla.

The Florida project took three or 
four people about four months to help 
sew it and required about 10,000 peo­
ple to carry the 8,000-pound flag. The 
400-foot flag that will be carried dur­
ing the Palm Springs parade was a 
part of his largest flag.

Now an artist living in Harlem, N.Y., 
Baker creates fine art based on the 
Rainbow flag and collects what he 
likes of the countless merchandise 
items that bear the flag image. He 
owns “every gay T-shirt ever,” jewel­
ry and handmade crafts.

Because the Rainbow Flag is consid­
ered public domain, Baker doesn’t get 
royalties from the sale of any of the 
items. But he doesn’t mind so much, 
saying it’s “awesome” the flag now be­
longs to the world.



ADVERTISEMENT

Fiat of Palm Springs 
com m unity, donates

supports 
new  car to cause.

AIDS patients across a broad 
swath of Southern California 
will get a huge boost from 
FIAT of Palm Springs, which 
recently made a unique 

donation to the Desert AIDS Project.

Car to Support 
Desert Aids Project
Supportive car dealerships usually give 
the project cash or in-kind donations, 
says J.P. Allen, Desert AIDS Project 
fundraising and special events manager. 
They have never given cars.

“This is the first time a dealership has 
made an outright donation (of a car),” 
he says. “That’s very significant.”

The car is a red FIAT 500 Pop, which 
starts at $15,500. Project staff will 
continue to display it at community 
events until Febuary 11, when the car 
will be auctioned off at the Steve Chase 
Humanitarian Awards Gala, the orga­
nization’s largest fundraiser of the year. 
The event draws scores of celebrities and

raises about $1.4 million. This year, it 
will be held at the Palm Springs Conven­
tion Center and feature performances 
from Queen Latifah and Wynonna Judd, 
among others. Actress/comedian Joan 
Rivers will be the host, and more than 
1,400 people are expected to attend.

Proceeds from the sale of the FIAT 
will benefit the Desert AIDS Project’s 
services. These include medical, dental, 
pharmacy, job-placement and food- 
distribution services for about 2,300 
clients, Allen says. The service area 
encompasses 11,000 square miles.

With that much ground to cover, it’s 
understandable that some Desert AIDS 
staff may want to take the FIAT out for 
a “test drive.”

Trendy, Affordable, 
Dependable
The new FIAT is surprisingly spacious 
yet deeply affordable, with an annual 
fuel budget that will wow your wallet. 
The 1.4-liter engine with 101 horsepow­

er delivers higher fuel efficiency than 
you would expect considering it’s spunk.

The interior is metro retro, with lots 
of circles and overlapping gauges that 
don’t crowd the dash. Depending on the 
model, options can include glass roofs, 
convertible tops, Bose sound systems, 
sporty 16-inch wheels, unique front and 
rear fascias, satellite radio, and more.

Going beyond the refreshing and trendy 
features the 2012 Fiat 500 has been 
named a Top Safety Pick in the mini-car 
category by the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety. This tide really set the 
FIAT 500 appart from other compacts.

In a January column about the new FIAT, 
Car and D river magazine’s Jared Gall 
touted the vehicle’s cute look and overall 
offerings, and how they fit in the increas­
ingly popular small-car segment “FIAT is 
re-entering the U.S. market in a sector that 
is booming and the opposite of boring, 
and into which its infiltrator fits perfectly?

Sim ply more.

Desert Residents 
Save An Additional

$ 5 0 0 .

fia tu sao fp a lm sp rin g s .c o m
*$500 rebate in  lieu of 3yr/36,000 m ile maintenance plan.

FIAT is a registered trademark of FIAT Group Marketing & Corporate 
Communication S.pA used under license by Chrysler Group LLG
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Pride helped change a community
By Denise Goolsby
denise.goolsby@thedesertsun.com

|  n the 25 years since the first Palm 
I  Springs Pride event was orga-

I* nized, the focus of the annual fes­
tival and parade has changed as 
LGBT Americans have won rights 
and continued to fight for equality. 

With the changes come new chal­
lenges.

After scoring major victories in re­
cent years — including the long-await­
ed repeal of Don’t  Ask, Don’t  Tell— 
local lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans­
gender leaders worry the community 
will become complacent. They say it’s 
more important than ever to maintain 
a strong presence and a united front 
at Pride events to ensure hard-won 
gains during the past quarter-century 
are not lost.

The early festivals could be consid­
ered the desert community’s coming 
out. The events provided a safe envi­
ronment where LGBT residents 
could publicly celebrate their lives 
and introduce themselves en masse 
to their Coachella Valley neighbors.

The first Pride presentation was 
“Sizzle,” a no-holds-barred variety 
show and fundraiser held in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Riviera Hotel 
in Palm Springs during the Ronald

%

Scenes from past Palm Springs Pride Parades along Palm Canyon Drive. The event is now in its 25th year.

Reagan Administration — at a time 
when AIDS was killing thousands of 
gay men.

There were few, if any, protections 
for LGBT people in the workplace or 
in any number of social settings and 
situations at that time.

“We have seen our issues evolve 
from AIDS, fighting ballot measures, 
electing openly gay officials, pushing 
for inclusion in the military and now 
for full equality in marriage,” said 
Greg Pettis, Cathedral City council­

man and Palm Springs Pride 
co-founder. “Pride has changed and 
evolved because our country has 
evolved.

“AIDS had just come into view 
when we began Pride, and it was 
partly a response to the homophobia 
driven by the illness as well as a de­
sire to show the Coachella Valley that 
gays and lesbians were here,” he 
added.

Pettis was the first — and only— 
openly gay elected official in the val­

ley at that time. Now, there are at 
least 12.

Pettis said Pride events played a 
big role in improving the public per­
ception of gays and lesbians. As a re­
sult, the events have become more 
mainstream and inclusive -  and have 
helped foster positive relationships 
between LGBT and straight resi­
dents.

“By being ‘out,’ by letting others 
get to know who we are in all areas of 
our lives, society changes,” he said.

DESERT SUN FILE PHOTOS

BIRKiNSTOCK ,
comfort shoes

located Downtown Patm Springs 
138 8. Palm Canyon Dr.
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“Our valley has changed. I remem­
ber being afraid to be seen in a gay 
bar for fear of being arrested by 
the Riverside County Sheriff to 
now, the chief of the La Quinta 
sheriff’s detail is openly gay.”

Geoff Kors, who served for nine 
years as executive director of 
Equality California, a statewide 
LGBT rights organization, said a 
“sense of community” is something 
Pride events will always provide. 
However, it’s “important for Pride 
festivals to grow and evolve to meet 
the changing times, as Pride is also 
an opportunity to educate the public 
about who we are and the issues 
that impact us,” he said.

Greater Palm Springs Pride will 
recognize Kors, and his partner 
James Williamson, with the 2011 
Spirit of Stonewall Special Guest 
award for the couple’s activism, 
volunteerism and community ser­
vice.

“LGBT rights and the harm 
caused by injustice, discrimination 
and bullying are receiving in­
creased attention by the media and 
the public, and this year's Pride fes­
tival is an amazing opportunity to 
bring awareness to these critical is­
sues,” Kors said.

Melinda Tremaglio, who served 
on the board of directors of Greater 
Palm Springs Pride from 1997 to 
1999, said gays and lesbians must 
remain vigilant and visible.

“I think the focus is good this 
year,” Tremaglio said.

Palm Springs resident Jack Benevilie 
walks in the 2009 Pride Parade
MARILYN CHUNG/DESERT SUN FILE PHOTO

“I was thrown out of the military 
for being gay,” she said. “The jus­
tice is coming about after all of 
these years of w ork... we are still 
in a civil rights struggle. We have 
to still raise awareness for people 
to ‘get it.’”

Ron de Harte, executive vice 
president for Greater Palm Springs 
Pride, said although the festival is 
inclusive of all people, he’d like to 
see the LGBT community out in

force to send a statement to those 
who may be just coming out of the 
closet and people who make legisla­
tive decisions that affect their lives.

He wants LGBT residents, partic­
ularly seniors who have been on the 
frontline of the rights battles for 
years, to remember how they were 
affected when they first went to a 
Pride parade or festival.

“Those were incredibly powerful 
moments for everybody, said de 
Harte, who is serving his second 
year as an organizer. “We forget 
those moments.”

Although out-of-towners flow into 
Palm Springs during Pride week­
end, many celebrate with private 
pool parties, going out to dinner or 
cooking at home with friends, he 
said.

There’s nothing wrong with peo­
ple celebrating that way, he added, 
but it’s important for LGBT people 
to show up in force at the festival 
and especially along the parade 
route on Palm Canyon Drive.

It shows “the power and strength 
that comes with the LGBT commu­
nity,” de Harte said. “That’s a form 
of activism. It’s two, three hours of 
your day. On Nov. 6, create a mes­
sage that’s going to be heard all 
year long.”

“Ib  stop being counted now as we 
grow in our senior years, that’s not 
the message we need,” he said. “We 
need to be as strong as we were in 
our 20s, 30s. lb  not be seen is the 
detriment.”

2011 PRIDE FESTIVAL
Where: Palm Springs Stadium,
1901 E. Baristo Road 
When: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 5-6 
Admission: $10 per day. Children 
younger than 12 get in free when 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian.
Information: www.pspride.org

2011 PRIDE PARADE
Where: 1 mile along Palm Canyon 
Drive, from Ramon to Alejo roads in 
downtown Palm Springs 
When: 10 a.m. Nov. 6 
Admission: Free 
Information: www.pspride.org

i r r ]

Finish

Pride Parade route 
Steps off at 10 a.m. Nov. 6
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Some like it hard!
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Sw iss Design 
and Engineering...

Like a fine timepiece.
German
Polycarbonite

Cutting edge materials... 
Flexible, Strong, 

Unbelievably light. 
Lightw eight...

6 lbs. for the carry-on  
(most are 10-12) 

9 lbs. for the 32" 
(most are 14-16) 

Maximum M obility
8 w heels glide with you...

no more pulling!

Victormox Swiss Army 
Maximum Mobility System

The Desert's Travel Enhancement Center in Palm Desert • (760) 568-6400 
In Desert Crossing Center at Fred Waring & 1t1 
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CONGRATULATIONS PALM SPRINGS PRIDE 
ON YOUR 25™ ANNIVERSARY!

W O RKERS’ COM P

EM PLOYM ENT LAW

BU SIN ESS LAW

7 6 0 -3 2 5 -6 9 0 0
1111 E. Tahquitz, Suite 115 

Palm Springs, CA  92262 
www.attorneylynch.com

DS-00002M608

Stand up, smile and 
celebrate your pride
The Desert Sun

G
ay pride festivals and parades have been a phenomenon 
in the U.S. since June 1970, when the first Pride marches 
took place in New York City and Chicago. The events 
marked the one-year anniversary of the Stonewall riots, 
an uprising of gay citizens against police discrimination 
in New York.

The traditional Pride celebrations bom out of that his­
toric event present an interesting juxtaposition of public shows of uni­
ty and support with a variety of individual expressions and styles.

To find out what “Pride” means today, we randomly asked a few 
Palm Springs residents to share their thoughts on the topic.

HOW DO YOU SHOW PRIDE IN YOUR LIFE?

“I get up, I go to 
work and I do my 
job.”

— John O’Connor

“I show pride in 
my everyday life by 
being true to myself. 
I’m very open and 
unapologetic about 
my sexual orienta­
tion. I feel really 
connected to the gay 

community and I feel very proud 
to be gay.”

— Jam es Harmon

We’re all one

“I show pride ev­
ery day by being 
what God created — 
which is
one-of-a-kind and 
unique — not by 
what man or society 
deems I should be. 

of a kind.”
— Wes Rankins

“I show pride by 
being myself every 
day and encouraging 
other people to be 
who they are, and by 
smiling whenever I 
see a rainbow flag.” 

— Brian Patrick Healey

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE PRIDE CELEBRATED?
“One of the things I 

really appreciate 
when I go to other 
cities’ Prides, there’s 
a great deal of excite­
ment for those in the 
parade. We have to 
celebrate those peo­

ple who’ve paved the way and 
made great accomplishments.”

— John Taylor

“They’re doing such 
a good job already. I 
wouldn’t change a 
thing. It’s so well-or­
ganized. It’s incredi­
ble.”

— Jack Reising

“I like the Pride 
parades and shows, 
but I like them with 
dignity.”

— Russ White

“I would like to see it 
j P M y j  celebrated more like 

1  * Sydney Mardi Gras, 
k* “I would like to see 
I  more civic pride also.
I  Because I don’t drink, I 

feel out of the loop. It 
seems like the only 

place to exchange information is a 
bar or nightclub.”

— Billy Hand

http://www.attorneylynch.com
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Thank you, friends, for 
your support, kindness
By Tamara H. Sone
tamara.sone9thedesertsun.com

Joining Caleb Laieski in the Greater Palm Springs Pride Parade as grand mar­
shals this year are five desert residents who show daily support for LGBT causes.

COMMUNITY GRAND MARSHALS
Mindy Reed, owner of Zin American Bistro and Zini Cafe Mediterrano 

in downtown Palm Springs, is an active supporter of equal rights and 
community events.

Reed frequently hosts fundraisers for service organizations and partic­
ipates in events such as the Palm Springs Food and Wine Festival, Dining 
Out for Life and Restaurant Week.

In 2010 and 2011, Reed participated in the AIDS LifeCycle Ride and was
. named a top 25 fundraiser for the event, raising more than $24,000. Mindy Reed

When Lee Walton and Phil Catalli moved to Palm 
Springs in 1997, they were surprised at the lack of ath­
letic organizations geared toward the LGBT community.

Providing a solution to the problem, Walton and Catal­
li founded the Palm Springs Front Runners and Walkers 
to promote fitness and social activities.

With more than 1,500 members, the group often raises 
money for nonprofit organizations such as Desert AIDS 
Project, Animal Samaritans and Gay Associated Youth.

A
Lee Walton and Phil Catalli

Bill Feingold and Kevin Holmes
various events and galas throughout the Coachella Valley.

CELEBRITY GRAND MARSHALS
Voted "Best of the Valley" radio personalities by 

The Desert Sun readers two years in a row. Bill Fein- 
gold and Kevin Holmes spotlight LGBT community 
events and organizations through their show on 
94.3 KNews FM.

Representatives from organizations such as the 
Desert AIDS Project and McCallum Theater have gotten 
mic time with the duo, as well as Lily Tomlin, Robert 
Wagner, Johnny Mathis and other entertainers.

Feingold and Holmes can also be found emceeing

w&m
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Toward Rolex Watdt Repair
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CALEB
Continued from Page 8

D.C., hopes to someday in­
fluence people and poli­
cies on a larger scale. He 
said his career goal is to 
be the first openly gay 
U.S. president

He shares his thoughts 
on leaving school and 
what school leaders can 
do to prevent other stu­
dents targeted by bullies 
from making that deci­
sion or taking a more 
drastic step.

QUESTION: How did 
you feel about dropping 
out of school to earn your 
GED?

It was one of the most 
exciting days of my life.
I dropped out January 7, 
the day I tinned 16.1 
wasted no time. I was ex­
cited just to move on 
with that part of my life.

A few months later 
there were days when I 
did miss going through 
the normal experience 
that most kids go 
through. I can never 
think about how prom 
would be.

Did suicide ever cross 
your mind?

No, not until I became 
an advocate for other 
youth. When I started tak­
ing other people’s prob­
lems for my own there 
were days when I thought, 
“We’re making no 
progress.” It can be diffi­
cult helping people and

taking on their problems.
“I have thought about 

it a few times, but hon­
estly I’m too strong. I 
tend to keep up that wall 
between my emotions 
and the world. It’s what 
keeps me strong but at 
the same time it makes 
you even weaker.

What would you say if 
you could to Jamey 
Rodemeyer, Tyler 
dem enti and other gay 
youth who were bullied 
and took their lives?

I would give them my 
phone number and tell 
them that they’re not 
alone -  and that I’m here 
to talk. That sounds real­

ly really small, but I’ve 
done it to a lot of youth 
and it does save lives.

What’s the most im­
portant thing a teacher 
or school administrator 
can do when a kid is be­
ing bullied for being 
gay?

The most im portant 
thing is when you see 
bullying you stop it and 
you tell the student it’s 
not right and it’s not 
cool. Every time you 
see it, you do it. You 
may be considered the 
mean teacher, but you 
also become the teach­
er that saves a child’s 
life.
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Concrete ¥for1$ •  Patios •  Driveways •  Sidewalks •  Pool Decks Indoor/Outdoor •  Variety of Colors •  Flagstone & Tile Patterns 
Pool Deck Patterns •  Pool Deck Repair •  Decorative Landscape Concrete Curbing •  Garage Floor Coatings

£  Econo-Crete •  760.346.6105
p o p

a nus Rstod Visit our showroom in Palm Desert • www.econo-crete.com
CA. Lie. »750736 ________ ____________________ <»«««»*«

(760) 346-6105 
Since 1998 ^

Founders Claude & Linda Lachapelle
Let us install a new surface on your old concrète

ç im m w ê M m m A /m m ê  w m
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AXt Group exercise dusses am 4 lwd}is Free!

Free Zumbo!
' tXKAL MCA MÄieCW* ONLY

WOHL
17S1N. SUNRISE WAY(AT VISTA CHINO) * 760-327-7100

http://www.econo-crete.com
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7  DAYi - i f  to LA - E N P AI P Í

YOU
BELONG 

HERE

AIDS LifeCycle.org
JOIN US AT:
Palm Springs Pride & Parade Saturday Nov. sth  & 6th

ALC M eet & Greets Free appetizers & great company 
Saturday Nov; Sth l|am-2pm I at Zin American Bistro «
Thusday Nov. 11th 6pm-8pm '198 South Palm Canyon Drive 

■ I Palm Springs, GA .92262 CjA

$20 off re g is tra tio n  Use. code: PalmSpringsPride

"Best Little Air Conditioning Company In The Desert" 
Service I Repair I Sales I Installation

‘ »Air Conditioners 
•Furnaces 
•Heat Pumps 
•Air Cleaners 
•Duct Cleaning 
•Attic Insulation 
•Maintenance Contracts

[ N o  o vertim e  I

I WE DEPLOY 
OUR TROOPS J

I j y ^ D A Y S  A  W EEK A  
|v T 7 a m - 7 p m / ^ .

!★  ★  ★  A ir C onditioning & H eating ★ ★ ★  

Lie #686310

7 6 0  -2 3 5 -4 2 1 0
CallTheGeneral.com

T H E  D I V A

Pride’s a sweet song 
for Frenchie Davis
By Sonya English 
sonya.english@thedesertsun.com

!
t was in the gay clubs of Washington, D.C., that Frenchie Davis pow- 
erful voice first roused crowds.

About a decade ago—before her season 2 “American Idol” run, be­
fore her starring role in “Rent” on Broadway and long before her 
top-eight finish on NBC’s “The Voice” —tip money from her perfor­
mances helped support her in college.

And the support she received from the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community never missed a beat.

“The clubs, the Prides, the directors, choreographers on Broadway — 
there seems to always be a gay man somewhere fairy-godmothering my 
career and cheering me on,” she said.

We know her big voice has its way with a dance beat, but we wanted to 
hear what Davis had to say about her recent TV experience, Pride and

her diva peers.

Is it true that you landed your au­
dition on “The Voice” through a 
performance at a gay club?

Yes. The casting director for 
“The Voice” was having drinks at a 
boy bar in the gay-borhood. I hap­
pened to be singing that night. She 
told me she wanted me to audition.

Were you eager to take your ca­
reer to another television competi­
tion?

In all honesty, I was really appre­
hensive about it because I was still a 
little traumatized from my “Idol” 
experience. But after lots of 
soul-searching, I decided to take a 
chance.

How do you celebrate Pride 
Week?

It’s so important to unapologeti- 
cally own who you are. I think 
Pride Week is a celebration of that 
and I celebrate with a gathering of 
friends.

What do you feel are the biggest 
challenges facing gay people in 
America today?

One of my observations is that 
there is sometimes a lack of unity. 
The fight for equality cannot be 
won if there is any divisiveness in 
the community.

Let’s get your opinion on another 
beloved gay icon: Lady Gaga. Do 
you think her affinity for gay fans

Frenchie Davis

IF YOU GO 
FRENCHIE DAVIS 
IN CONCERT
Where: Greater Palm Springs Pride 
Festival's main stage. Palm Springs 
Stadium, 1901 E. Baristo Road 
When: 3 p.m. Nov. 5 
Information: www.FrenchieDavis.org

changed the way other divas relate 
to their gay fans?

Not particularly. I think that any 
diva who is beloved by the gays 
openly embraces them. Bette Midler 
sang in bath houses for God’s sake! 
Cher, Madonna, Patti Labelle, Liza 
Minelli... I could go on. Performers 
who are beloved by the gays are 
well aware that they are a friend of 
a friend of Dorothy. From what I 
can tell, we all embrace it. Openly.

mailto:sonya.english@thedesertsun.com
http://www.FrenchieDavis.org
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Hip-hop and HOT
Cazwell brings his sexy dance tunes to Pride’s Block Party
By W ill Dean 
will.dean@thedesertsun.com

ith  more than 3 million 
YouTube hits on his “Ice 
Cream Truck” single, 
Cazwell may be well on his 
way to bringing back music 

videos as a creative a rt form.
Since its release in summer 2010, the sexy 

dance tune w ith the nursery rhyme cadence 
has been Cazwell’s biggest Internet hit. Not 
bad for a  song he wrote in 45 m inutes after 
being hounded by a friend who needed an 
original song for the movie “Spork.”

Many other tunes preceded and followed “Ice 
Cream Truck” during his decade-long career, 
including “Get My Money Back,” “All Over 
Your Face” and “I Seen Beyonce at Burger 
King.” His latest single is a collaboration with 
Peaches called “Unzip Me.”

Cazwell plans to perform  all of them Nov. 5 at 
the G reater Palm Springs Pride Festival’s 
block party on Arenas Road.

Each song showcases his talent for writing 
and perform ing dance tracks with fun, clever 
lyrics, such as, The cockroaches in hypnosis; sippin’ 
what’s left of spilled mimosas from “All Over Your 
Face.”

Cazwell’s music stands on its own, but it be­
comes a whole ’nother entertainm ent experi­
ence in his energetic, “In Living Color”-esque 
videos.

Since the early days of MTV in the 1980s -  
before teen mom angst and other “reality” 
ruled the airwaves -  it’s rare that an artist’s 
raw, unvarnished video concepts have been 
displayed so boldly.

The 34-year-old New Yorker frequently 
dances shirtless, and like that other male 
singer with the hip-hop sensibility and 
self-mocking humor, he just may bring sexy 
back with his videos.

H ere’s what Cazwell has to say about making

Cazwell

IF YOU GO
ARENAS ROAD BLOCK PARTY 
DURING PRIDE FESTIVAL
Where: Arenas Road between Indian Canyon Drive 
and Calle Encilia in Palm Springs 
When: 6 to 11:30 p.m. Nov. 5 
Price: Free
Information: www.pspride.org
For a complete listing of Pride Festival
entertainers, go to mydesert.com

music, perform ing with Gaga, and Pride.

How do you describe your music?
I think a lot of people associate my music 

with dance. Some people might associate it 
with hip-hop. I can’t really think about it when 
I’m making something.

When I first started my career I was actually 
in a rap group in Boston. At the tim e it had a 
real hip-hop-centric community. It was rappers 
with tremendous talent like Virtuoso, 7L.

I was always out (as a gay man). All I wanted 
to do was find a way to be accepted by the 
hip-hop world. I would submit my music and do 
shows all the time.

I came to the realization that no m atter how 
talented I am, straight people, particularly in 
hip-hop, really don’t want to associate them­
selves with gay people. Once I realized that, I 
stopped trying. That’s when everything hap­
pened for me.

It had not even occurred to me that I should 
make music forme. I was so busy trying to be 
accepted. It goes to show, you can lose your fo­
cus trying to appeal to other people.

How do you come up with a video concept?
Every one is different. Ultimately, my goal is 

to make sure the video looks however die song 
sounds. For example, with “Beyonce” I knew I 
wanted the video to be super-cute. When I did 
“Get My Money Back,” I was just really in­
spired by the movie “Fight Club” and the idea 
of a gang of guys who live together communal­
ly in a big space.

Does performing at a Pride event hold spe­
cial significance for you?

There’s a different vibe at Pride events.
There’s definitely a little bit more feeling of uni­
fication than just playing a regular club. Gay 
people aren’t typically gathered at one spot.

Other than your own music, what are you lis­
tening to these days?

I’m listening to the new Cool Kids record, the 
new Beastie Boys record. I listen to Diplo a lot. 
I like MEN, CSF. I listen to a lot of Bowie, some 
Michael Jackson. I make a mix tape once a sea­
son.

I listen to Lady Gaga sometimes. I like her 
song, “Bad Kids.” I perform ed with her a cou­
ple of times before she got huge -  like when 
she was first pushing “Just Dance.” I rapped 
on it for a  DJ remix... She has always been re­
ally sweet and supportive. I think she’s great.
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TAX PREPARATION, ACCOUNTING
Albert S Johnson CPA, MBA

California CPA #96066

Registered Domestic Partners 
Same-Sex Married Returns

General Returns -  All States 
Personal and Business

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

7 6 0 .4 6 9 ,4 7 5 0
www.AlbertSJohnsonCPA.com

Important Tax Changes that Affect 
All RDPs and Same-Sex Couples

Linda's Pet Sitting & Dog Walking
• at your house or mine •

76 0-3 2 8 -7 5 8 3
08-0000284213

r

M
C o n s i g n m e n t s  ^

G7777 East Palm Canyon Drive 
Cathedral City, CA 92234

(760) 770-4663
W W W .M IS TY S C O N S IG N M E N TS .C O M

a 12,000 square foot showroom full of beautiful consignment 
1 furniture, fine art, antiques and garden & patio furniture.

* O pen 7 days a week from 9 am - 5 pm

D ^ afm  S p r in g  C in e s iWWmm zäuiiihimM
& Everything by Appointment

270 N. Palm Canyon 
PAYING THE HIGHEST PW pE FOR:

• HneJewelry «Sculptures «Customer •  Designer Items •  Silver
• Antiques «ScrapGold Jewelty «A rt j v  •C flin s

nwm EstateHour iService rvice

dio, Cd. 92

Carmen Contreras, Agent 
Insurance Lie#: 0C10129 
81709 Dr. Carreon Blvd.

Come visit our new office location and 
enjoy refreshments, food, and fun.

Indio, CA 92201 
Bus: 760-347-1530 
Hablamos Español

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there. ® 
CALL M E TODAY

HI Statefàrm
DS-0000284157

___________________________ State Farm, Bloomington, IL___________________

www.desertconnectionsrealty.com 
demi 760.880.6193  ■ cindy 760.409.8089 

foreclosures + shortsales

/ . V A V W A W . W V A V - V A V V
Best Q u a lity ! Best P rice - G uaranteed!

RELIABLE 
ROOFING

NO BULLLJust 1st Class Roofing!
Commercial • Residential • M obile Homes

•  Shingles
•  Torch Down
•  Tile Roofs 
A U  TYPES <

- — Palm Desert— -

568-1673

•  Flat Roofs •  Sno Coals
•  Urethane Foam •  Leaks /  Repairs
•  Waterproofing •  Insurance Work

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • REPAIRS
- — Palm-Springs— -

323-2705
Bonded •  insured •  Lie# c a  39-764608 www.reliableroofingbytgy.com

i V i V i V i W i V i 1« '

M B R O S I
I P E T D E U

B rin g  this ad fo r  10% discount
• Best of foods for dogs & cats
• Competitive prices
• Enjoy our local Appreciation Discounts 

I • Nurse consultations available 
i • Check us out on Facebook

Delivery S e rv ic i
(760)  568-1177
73-131 Country Club Dr. #C3 • Palm Desert, CA 92260

s

Steve Scheinwald 
Diversified Realty Group
Specializing in 

the Sale of Bank 
Owned & Distressed 

Properties.
If you are looking 
for a Buy call our 

office today.
760.325.2656

http://www.drgproperties.net
--------------  ----- >31—

Wed 3:00pm to 6:00pm 
Sat & Sun 1:00pm to 

4:00pm

Hjpen 7 Days a Week
All new clients get a 

free vet exam.
Call for appointments 
760-251-1400.*f® ;

at# Ì

Many anim als for available 
for adoption. Volunteers 

alw ays welcome and 
needed. Donations needed 

and very appreciated. 
Shelter phone number is 

760-329-8510.
Please check 

out our web at 
Save APetOnline. 

o rg
Convenient tor m aking 

donations, just click on our 
PayPal.

I

http://www.AlbertSJohnsonCPA.com
http://WWW.MISTYSCONSIGNMENTS.COM
http://www.desertconnectionsrealty.com
http://www.reliableroofingbytgy.com
http://www.drgproperties.net
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Bill Knapp
Broker Associate, M B A , CRS, GRI, 

Architectural Specialist, Certified HAFA
Bank Owned/Foreclosures/Short Sales

coLouieu.
B A N K E R □

R esid en tia l B ro k erag e  
72605 Highway 111 
Palm Desert, Ca. 92260

« 760-567-2727 CeU 
760-776-9898 Office 
760-776-1666 Fax

u& f°
with purchase of a AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 

high efficiency Only $3,600 for
16s.e.e.r. system 3  T O N  S Y S T E M

WONT LAST LONG, ACT NO
SAVE OP TO 60% ON YOUR ELECTRIC B 

EW HIGH ENERGY EFFICIENT SYST

Animal 
Samaritans

SPCA. ine.

The Desert's Leader in Quality 
& Affordable Vet Care

9 mW

We have a new, state-of-the-art 
Veterinary Clinic and four full-tim e 

veterinarians with more than 138 years 
in animal care combined.
Open Mon-Sat 8am-5pm 

* (fo r exams and surgeries by appt.)
& 9am-4pm

(fo r walk-in vaccinations & microchipping)

Schedule Your Animal's Pet Wellness Exam Today! 
760.343.3477 x3

72-120 Pet Land Place, Thousand Palms 
At The Anim al Campus

D onations to  th e ASPCA go  to  N ew  Y ork . K eep donations loca l. 
D onate to  A n im a l Sam aritans SPCAPS-0000284223

, KEA1TY 
[EXECUTIVES]

DESERT LIFESTYLES

GERRY JOHNSON
REALTOR8 6 * 1 '*
ORE Lie. *01335240

An Educator Who is 
a Master of Short Sales ']/$[•

1426 N. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Ceil: 760-835-1283 
Fax: 760-325-1120 
phri8on37@dc.rr.com 
wwvv,Reaitor8erTyJohnson.com

Each Office tekpmdsntif Owned t  Opeiated

ANOS ON:
K  r t t í t U A l í S f W I V A L

A p r  HOTELS. IfWflSPABtó 
S U M  a i lB  I GW M

PI0i>.AttHOrtt.CW/HAHySCK 8 1

±uzi,-Mm\nchm p*
Choosing the RIGHT Realtor is KEY

Evelyn Pelico 
(760) 861-1137
211 E. Palm Canyon D r  
Palm Springs n
L ie #  01368045 : : : ®  i

»  färb ell.
II REALTORS

epelico@aol.com
evelynpelico.com

W& Randy Steele
i l l  REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL 
1 1  DRE LICENSE #01315767

CELL
OFFICE
FAX

760.534.4199
760.770.6801
760.770.6951

Windermere rsteele@windemere.com 
r e a l  e s t a t e  www.therandysteele.oom

$1 Off fpYogurt
S ftM hiH üfeoc&cU
f r o z e n A y o g u r t  

39c/oz with 21 flavors V  and 60 plus toppings 
Open 11am - 10pm M-Th and 11am-10:30pm Fri & Sat

72363 HW Y111, Palm Desert 760.773.5490 w ww .BeachHauseYogurt.com

mailto:phri8on37@dc.rr.com
mailto:epelico@aol.com
mailto:rsteele@windemere.com
http://www.therandysteele.oom
http://www.BeachHauseYogurt.com


ALL-GAY i LUXURY 
ALL-INCLUSIVE

4feh

A WORLDVIEW TRAVEL COMPANY

All-Gay River Cruise

REMICH TO NUREMBERG 
7 NIGHTS I JULY 14-21, 2012

V i r t u o s o  M e m b e r .
SPECIALISTS IN THE APT OF TRAVEL

TRAVEL WITH PRIDE ITINERARY
Sat, Jul 14 Embark at Remich - welcome reception and 

scenic cruising from Luxembourg through 
castles of the Moselle Valley [D]

Sun, Jul 15 Trier - guided sightseeing with Porta Nigra
Bernkastel - orientation & leisure time [B,L,D ] 

Mon, Jul 16 Cochem - excursion to Reichsburg Castle 
Scenic cruising the Moselle wine region 
Koblenz - leisure time [B,L,D ]

Tue, Jul 17 Scenic cruising the Rhine Gorge and pass the 
legendary rock of the Lorelei 
Rudesheim - visit Siegfried’s Mechanical Music 
Museum; leisure time in the Drosselgasse [B,L,D ] 

Wed, Jul 18 Miltenberg - guided sightseeing tour & local 
baking demonstration [B,L,D ]

Thu, Jul 19 Wurzburg - guided walk and visit to the Bishop’s 
Residenz, a UNESCO Site [B,L,D ]

Fri, Jul 20 Bamberg - walking tour of the medieval UNESCO 
Site, cathedral & Old Town Hall [B ,L,D ]

Sat, Jul 21 Nuremberg, Germany; disembark [B ]
Optional 2-night Paris pre-cruise hotel stay at Hilton Arc de 
Triomphe with breakfast daily, city tour and TGV rail/coach 
transfer to Remich. *700 per person additional*

714-619-8850 | 800-477-1088 | tom@cruisingwithpride.com

A LL-IN C LU SIV E  FEA T U R ES
• 7-night Avalon Luminary ail-inclusive 

river cruise in outside stateroom, most 
with French balconies

• Relaxed open-seating dining featuring 
regionail specialties & western recipes

• Included shore excursions at each port 
with local guides & personal headsets

• Visit 2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites
• Entertainment by comedian Shann Carr 

and gay icon Rudy de la Mor
• COMPLIMENTARY unlimited soft drinks, 

juices, coffees & mineral water on board
• COMPLIMENTARY unlimited alcoholic 

beverages on board including regional 
wine, draught beer, and spirits

• AII-LGBT, all-inclusive luxury charter for 
men and women

All-inclusive fares from *2,699*
Single occupancy & share matching available

'O ffe r expires Dec 31,2011. Fare shown is fo r m inim um  stateroom in U.S. Dollars per person, double occupancy, subject to  p rio r sale, and capacity controlled. Airfare and transfers are additional. Deposits are subject to  a non-refundable am ount. Please see w ^cm B ingw ithpnde .com /nvercru i»^to lfO T rom p lete  
term s »conditions. A ll included features, scheduled sightseeing and exact itinerary are subject to  change. Fuel surcharge and foreign currency adjustm ent may be added even if  fare has already been paid in fu ll. Guests must be m inim um  18 years o f age. Cancellation penalties apply. Travel w ith  Pnde/W oridview 
Travel strongly recommends the purchase o f travel insurance. We reserve the righ t to  correct emus o r omissions. Ship’s registry; International. CST#100867W0

mailto:tom@cruisingwithpride.com

